Meet Your World Relief Committee

Have you ever wondered how the gifts that you give to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering get to the places where they are put to work? This is the responsibility of the World Relief Committee (WRC or “Committee”). The Committee’s purpose is to support, enable and encourage emergency relief, refugee work, disaster rehabilitation, and development assistance. The source of funds for this work is the gifts you give to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.

The WRC is made up of people from different parts of our American Baptist life:

· Six voting members who are all members of the General Board and elected by the General Board to serve on the WRC;

· Two observers from the American Baptist Women’s Ministries; and 

· Three staff members: a representative each from National Ministries and International Ministries, and the World Relief Officer.

Although only the voting members vote on final decisions, all members have the opportunity to share their opinion on each of the projects requests prior to the decision being made.

Meet your present committee members:

 Voting Members:

   The Rev. Henry A. Pedersen (Warwick, RI), but most people know him as Hank, is the chair of the committee. He spent most of his working life serving as a chaplain, first in the U.S. Navy, and then with the Federal Bureau of Prisons. After retiring from the Federal Prison System, he served as the pastor of the Shawomet Baptist Church of Warwick, RI. He is now the pastor emeritus of the church and since retiring has completed four interim positions.

   Elmer Voudrie (Mattoon, IL) is an active member of the First Baptist Church of Mattoon, IL. Elmer spent a good deal of his life at Eastern Illinois University in a variety of positions. He now gives a lot of time to a variety of volunteer positions around Mattoon, including president of the local Lions Club. He is also the informal evangelist for the committee, as two of his past roommates at General Board meetings are now on the committee.

   Fred Robbins (Kulpsville, PA) is a retired educator. Fred is a member of St. Paul’s Baptist Church in Philadelphia, PA where he serves as a deacon, a choir member and a church school teacher. Fred also is active in the American Baptist Men and is a retired Executive Director of the American Baptist Men’s/USA Ministries.

   The Rev. Frank Vucic (Rices Landing, PA) is a retired educator having spent 33 years teaching music in the Pennsylvania School System. He received training to be a lay pastor and continues in his pursuit of learning. In 1998 he was called as the pastor of the Sugar Grove Baptist Church, Greensboro, PA. He was ordained last year.

   Roger Raikes (Fairmont, WV) retired early from the Allegheny Energy Company where he was involved in the generating of electricity.  He is currently a regional representative for Woodbury Financial Services. Roger is also the vice president of the West Virginia Baptist Convention.

   Carole Moore (Redwood, CA) is a retired educator having spent 39 years teaching children in the first to fifth grades. She is now serving as the Youth Pastor of the Trinity Baptist Church of San Mateo, CA and is a senior at the American Baptist Seminary of the West. Carole brings a unique perspective to the committee having spent three years on the committee as a representative from American Baptist Women’s Ministries.

American Baptist Women’s Ministries Representatives:  Janet Hogan and Carol Shannon
National Ministries Representative: Kenneth L. George
International Ministries Representative: The Rev. Dr. Eleazar Ziherambere
World Relief Officer: Lisa Rothenberger
In addition, Sandy Albitz serves as the Administrative Assistant to the World Relief Office.
